
 

 

 

 

In this newsletter we highlight a 

few of our òLegacy Buildersó and 

their differing methods and 

amounts of giving.  We thank 

these and all PVAMU òLegacy 

Builders.ó 

 
Roy G. Perry  

Chairman & President, PVAMF  

Philanthropy - 1.  The effort or 

inclination to increase the well- 

being of humankind, as by chari-

table aid or donations.  2.  Love 

of humankind in general, 3.  

Something, such as an activity or 

institution, intended to promote 

human welfare. 
 

To me, it simply means giving 

back! 
 

As a Panther my greatest con-

cern is ensuring our University 
is available for future genera-

tions.  I know for a fact, educa-

tion is a key requirement for 

preparing our youth to compete 

on a global playing field.  The 

youth of America that choose 

PVAMU as their solution pro-

vider, have every right to the 

òfull College experience.ó  The 

PVAMF has accepted the chal-

lenge and is assisting PVAMU in 

creating and sustaining that òfull 

college experience!ó 
 

To do this, we need your help.  

Our records show an alumni 

and friends base of over 44,000 

strong and itõs growing.  We can 

all do the math, we have poten-

tial, when we each give.   
 

Will you help to ensure òThe 

Legacy Continuesé?  There are 
many ways to giveñmail a 

check or donate online; with an 

electronic check, debit or credit 

card.  You decide how oftenñ 

one time, monthly or annually 

and you can choose to have the 

gift continue over time. 

Message on Philanthropy 

Major General (Ret) Julius Parker 

and his wife, Dorothy June Henry 

Parker are proud alumni of Prairie 

View A&M University. 
 

General Parker graduated in 1955 

and was commissioned a second 

lieutenant of Infantry.  His military 

career is storied and upon his 

retirement he was the highest 

ranking African America Military 

Intelligence Officer in the history 

General Parker holds a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Biology/

Chemistry from PVAMU, a Mas-

ters degree in Public Administra-

tion from Shippensburg University 

and is a graduate of the Harvard 

University Senior Executive Pro-

gram. 
 

Dorothy June entered Prairie View 

as a member of the Class of 1957, 

but left early to become Mrs. Julius 
Parker, Jr.  Later she graduated 

from the University of Maryland 

with a Bachelors degree in Busi-

ness Administration. 
 

Currently, both Parkers are busy 

with their careers at J.P. Industries 

Inc., a company they founded.  The 

firmõs mission is to provide em-

ployment opportunities for people 

who are blind or severely disabled.  

General Parker is the President  

and CEO and Dorothy is the   
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of the U.S. Army.  His last as-

signment was at Ft. Huachuca, 

Arizona where he served as 

Commander of Military Center 

and School and Commander of 

Fort Huachuca, Arizona.  Here 

he organized, established and 

served as the First Chief of the 

Armyõs Military Intelligence 

Corps. 
 

Around campus, his intelligence 
was well known before his 

impressive military career 

when he won the heart of 

Dorothy June Henry in 1953.  

They were married on April 7, 

1956.  Upon his retirement 

from the military, General 

Parker was appointed the As-

sociate Vice President for Busi-

ness Affairs and Vice President 

for Administrative Services at 

the University of Arizona in 

Tucson, a position he held for 

20 years. 
 

Major General (Ret) Julius Parker  
and Mrs. Dorothy Henry Parkerñ

Generous supporters of Prairie View 
A&M Foundation. 

Growing Greatness Through Giving 

Continued on page 3 

Give now at www.pvamf.org 

or mail a check to: 

 

PVAMF 

PO Box 40278 

Austin, TX 78704 

 

òThe Legacy Continueséó 

Are HBCUs  

Relevant Today? 
  

¶ HBCUs confer 35% of all astron-

omy, biology, chemistry, 

mathematics and physics 
Bachelorõs degrees conferred 

to African Americans 

  

¶ 10 HBCUs including Prairie View, 

collectively graduated more 
than 30% of all African Ameri-

can Engineering graduates with 

Bachelorõs degrees 
 

¶ HBCUs confer 24% of all science 

and engineering Bachelorõs 

degrees confirmed to  African 

Americans. 
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òHBCUs have made it possible for millions of people to achieve their dreams and gave so many young people a 

chance they never thought theyõd haveña chance that nobody else would have given them.ó 
President Barack Obama, Sept. ô09  

Legacy Builders - Major General (Ret) & Mrs. Julius Parker  



Across the state of Texas, in late October 

hunters prepare for the opening of deer hunt-

ing season.  For the members of the Red Hill 

Ranch Hunting Club this time has taken on a 

dual purpose.   
 

As club members load up their vehicles for 

their annual hunt, thereõs one additional item 

tucked into the glove compartment next to 

the hunting licenseña bank check made pay-

able to the Prairie View A&M Foundation.  

The members of the club and a few guests 
shown above are from left to right:  James 

Hall, Ronald Haggerty, Rathel Whittaker, Freder-

ick Stiner, Carolyn Whittaker, Dr. & Mrs. Wright, 

George Hadnot, Mose Davis, Stella Hall, Hamner 

Johnson, Esno Echols, Regninald Ware, Roy Perry, 

Floretta Collins, Ernest Collins.   
 

Foundation Trustee, Ernest Collins and his 

wife Floretta are the proud owners of Red 

Hill Ranch and Prairie View graduates.  The 

Collins annually host a barbeque for the Red 

Hill Ranch Hunting Club to start the deer 

season.  For several years the Collins and 

their friends have contributed funds to benefit 

PVAMU.  Many members of the Hunting Club 

are former ExxonMobil employees.  In addi-

tion to their gifts, they submit the ExxonMobil 

Matching Gifts forms which provide a 3 for 1 

match of their donations.  For the last two 

years the group has donated $89,000 which 
includes their gifts and the ExxonMobil match-

ing gifts.  We salute the Red Hill Ranch Hunt-

ing Club for they are true Legacy Builders! 
 

Ernest Collins holds a BA degree in Business 

Administration from PVAMU class of 1967 

with additional studies toward an MBA at 

TSU.  He served two years in the Army and 

was discharged as a 1st Lieutenant in 1969.  

Also, in 1969 he joined Humble Oil and Refin-

ery Company, now ExxonMobil, in Denver, 

Colorado.  During his career he worked 

in various marketing staff and manage-

ment positions until his retirement in 

2003 after 34 years of service. 
 

Floretta Collins is the former Floretta 

Brown, a 1966 PVAMU graduate with a 

BS degree in Education.  She holds a 

Masters degree in Counseling from 

Texas A&M Commerce and a certifica-

tion in Administrative Mid-Management 

from PVAMU.  Floretta enjoyed a 38 
year career in education, teaching and 

counseling. 
 

The Collins have three children, Leslie 

Collins-Thompson, Todd Jamal, And 

Daryl Donovan (deceased).  Daughter 

Leslie, holds an MBA from Capital Uni-

versity and a BA from Spelman College.  

She and her husband Rod are co-owners 

of  Sportscapers.  They have three chil-

dren Taylor, Ross and Brooke.  The 

Collinsõ son, Todd, holds an MBA from 

George Washington University and a BA 

from Morehouse College.  He and his 

wife Janelle have three children, Sydney 

Rose, Ella Gabrielle and Alston Ernest.  

Todd is the CEO of Red Hill Ventures. 
  

Ernest and Floretta are strong support-

ers of youth and education and have 

established scholarships at PVAMU and 

Morehouse College in Atlanta, GA. 

 

Legacy 

Builders - 
Red Hill 

Ranch 

Hunting 

Club 

Legacy Builders - First Recurring Donor:  Mr. John Lewis  

ers have given in excess of $300,000 to sup-

port Athletics.  Each year The Panther Back-

ers host a local golf tournament with the pro-

ceeds going to PVAMU Athletics. 
 

During the Prairie View A&M Foundation 

formation meeting with Chancellor Michael 

McKinney, many of the attendees wondered 

why John Lewis was in attendance.  It became 

clear when he was introduced as òan alumnus 

who has consistently raised monies to help 

PVAMU Athletics.   
 

During this formation meeting, John was re-

membered for statingñóLet me know when 
you set up the Foundation, I want to be the 

first to give.ó  On the day the website was 

launched, Mr. Lewis was contacted, he asked 

òWhat is the website name?ó  The reply 

www.pvamf.org.  The next question, òCan the 

website take a credit card or debit card?ó 
 

Since the website was launched in July of 

2009, John has consistently given $100 per 

month using the recurring giving option.  

òWhen you put the gift on your debit card, 

itõs easy and you donõt miss it,ó stated John. 
 

Johnõs commitment to the stadium pro-

ject is unwavering.  When asked why he 

does it, John stated directly, òitõs my 

commitmentõ itõs my way of leaving 

something for future generations at PV!ó  
 

We at the Foundation are PROUD to 

recognize our first monthly recurring 

donorñMr. John Lewis.  The PVAMF 

takes our collective hats off to you    

another great òLegacy Builder.ó 

 

 

 

Mr. John Lewis has been working for a sta-

dium at PVAMU long before any planning 

cabinet was formed or artist renderings 

were produced.  John constantly asked Uni-

versity administrators, ò...when and how can 

we get a new stadium?ó 
 

John is a 1973 graduate of PVAMU with a BA 

in Business.  John grew up playing football 

for E.A. Kemp in Bryan, Texas and carried 

his passion for football to PVU, where he 

was a scholarship athlete playing running 

back from 1969 thru 1972. 
 

Johnõs wife, Gwendolyn Harris Lewis, of 
Beaumont graduated from PVAMU in 1974.  

The Lewisõ have two sons, Derik ð31 and 

Brandon ð29 and attend New Faith Church 

in Houston, Texas.  John works as a Senior 

Joint Interest Accountant for Milago Explora-

tion in Houston.  Gwendolyn, a former US 

Postal employee, is enjoying retirement.  
  

John is best known around òThe Hilló for his 

leadership of the Panther Backers as former 

president until 2000 and as a current board 

member.  Over the years, the Panther Back-
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In recent years, we saw our largest class of incoming freshmen and graduated one of the largest classes of stu-

dents.  Weõve moved into a new academic facility in Northwest Houston and started an honors program. 
 

Our students have achieved success in the classroom, on the field and on the court.  Our sports teams have com-

peted successfully at some of the highest levels against some of the most celebrated teams.  However, these vic-

tories are only the beginning for PVAMU. 
 

We are planning for our future success in the area of athletics.  With the support of Prairie View A&M Founda-

tion, we are embarking on a campaign to raise funds specifically for new athletic facilities.  As you can imagine, this 

important campaign comes at an ideal time as the University is poised to have significant growth, additional pro-

gram offerings and continued athletic prowess. 
 

A committee of staff, students, alumni and community partners reviewed a comprehensive study, various cost estimates, design options and 

plans to identify the ideal project to pursue.  The University determined that the cornerstone project must be a state-of-the-art football 

stadium. 
 

Through research we have found that while construction will come at a steep cost, PVAMU and its supporters must be committed to rais-

ing the appropriate funds to create authentic symbols of the Universityõs pride and commitment to athletics. 
 

This is not a task that can be done alone.  Indeed, I am enlisting the support of everyoneñfans, students, faculty, staff and , of course, 

alumni.  We must all do our part to enhance the image of our University and create a valuable, worthwhile experience for our student-

athletes. 

 

Dr. George C. Wright  

President, Prairie View A&M University  

There Has Never Been A Better Time to Be A Panther 

Legacy Builders (continued from page 1) 

Director of Human Resources.  Both are Life Members of the National Alumni Association.  In addition, General Parker serves as President 

of the NAA Class of 1955 Alumni chapter and is an ardent supporter of PVAMUõs Army ROTC program. 
 

The Parkers have three children:  Julian R., Dorvita J. and Jules G., all of whom are Alumni of Prairie View A&M University.  In addition, Julian 

holds a Masters Degree in Systems Engineering from Texas Tech University and is a Laboratory Automation  Engineer Manager at Abbott 

Laboratories in Dallas Texas.  Dorvia holds a Masters Degree in Business Administration from the University of Maryland and is a Defense 

Intelligence Program Control Finance Manager at Computer Science Corporation in Fairfax, Virginia.  Jules is a Doctor of Podiatry, with a 

Medical Degree from the Ohio college of Podiatric medicine in Cleveland, Ohio.  His practice is in Norfolk, Virginia.  All are supporters of 

PVAMU. 
 

True to the words of their Alma Mater, òWeõll, through our lives, exemplify thy teachingéó the Parkers have been and continue to be a 

blessing to Prairie View A&M University. 
 

The Parkers have made a commitment to òGrow Greatness Through Givingó with a cash gift of $50,000 to support the construction of 

PVAMU Sports Complex.  They said that òDuring Homecoming Activities in 2005, General Parkerõs Golden Anniversary Year, we observed 

that we were sitting on the same stadium seats on which we sat from 1951ñ1955.  We knew then that it was time to make a contribution 

towards a new Sports Complexó. 
 

Prairie View A&M Foundation is proud to add òLegacy Builderó to the Parkerõs list of noteworthy accomplishments.   
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The University Celebrates Milestone  

Anniversary with Pictorial Publication  
 

The Office of Student Affairs and Institutional Advancement is pleased to announce 

that work has begun on a pictorial history commemorating the  Universityõs 135th 

anniversary. The book titled, Down that Road: A Pictorial History of Prairie View A&M 

University, will be available in August. The limited edition coffee table book will feature 

230 photographs along with concise history of PVAMU.   
 

Focused on student life, the book captures the Prairie View spirit by sharing stories 

of major activities and events, student programs, alumni achievements, and important 

traditions. This piece of history is a must for every graduate, friend, supporter and 

lover of Prairie View A&M University.  The proceeds from this book will benefit the 

historical marker program on campus. 
 

Please call the Prairie View A&M University line at Harris Connect at 1-800-916-8749 

to reserve your copy. 



Stewardship - McConnell Jones Audit  
A prime mission of the Prairie View A&M Foundation is the stewardship of your gifts.  Our Trustees are working to-

gether with the University Leadership to ensure each dollar is used as you intended.  The Trustees and Staffõs diligence 
is demonstrated through their focus on financial control and commitment to transparency.  Any donor can obtain 

available financial information merely by requesting it with a phone call or email.  Use of your donations and control of 

expenses are the key measures of our operating efficiency and will be provided openly and in an understandable way. 
 

To confirm our stewardship, a financial audit was performed and included on this page is our independent Auditorsõ 
letter for your review.  Our recent Financial Report for 2009/2010 including the complete 2009 Audit Report is avail-

able on our website.  You have our commitment that we are managing your gifts per your direction.  These are gifts 
you have given to ensure Prairie View A&M University continues as a beacon and a launching pad for students seeking 

a brilliant future.  Our jobs as the Foundation trustees and staff are to ensure their future is a reality through your 
giving.  If any donor has a question on any element of our reporting or financial data, call us at (800) 707-8138 or email 

us at info@pvamf.org. 
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